180                                    MIRABEATJ                                CHAP.

last alternative to civil war. He insisted in the same
paper, and in one written a few days later, that it was
absolutely necessary that the king should leave Paris
for Fontainebleau. But there must be nothing
approaching to a secret flight. The sanction and
assistance of Lafayette must be openly demanded; he
could not refuse it without proclaiming to the provinces
that the king was a prisoner in his capital, and the
commander of the National Guards of Paris his gaoler.

As the summer of 1790 wore away, Mirabeau became
more and more impatient. The king and queen must,
he said, make up their minds in one way or another.
Let them at least decide consistently to do nothing.
Inaction was dangerous enough, but infinitely wiser
than to oscillate between feeble resistance and sullen
acquiescence.

His hostility to Necker was not disarmed by the
diminished influence and waning renown of the once
idolised statesman. The opposition of the finance
minister to the issue of assignats was one at least of
the causes which converted Mirabeau, the previously
convinced opponent of inconvertible paper, into an
ardent admirer and advocate of this expedient.

It would be a waste of space to reproduce the
arguments by which Mirabeau recommended it to the
Assembly. To only one of these does he himself appear
to have attached any weight. In his note for the Court
of September 1 Mirabeau allows that the success of
the assignats is uncertain; but, he asks, in what other
way was it possible to avoid the most terrible catas-
trophe? Some expedient must be found to satisfy, at
all events for a time, the creditors of the State, and also